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4 7 AUG 1967
MEMOBANIAM FOR: Director of Economic Research
SUBJECT + Comments on Representative Ford's Statements

Begarding the Alr War in North Vietnam

1. BRepresentative Jerald Ford, in a press coaference held
on 8 Angust 1967, asserted that the President had severely reduced
the effectivensss of the Bolling Thunder Program by lmposing re-
strictions on targets thet may be struck and cited a ngmber of
statistics to support this view. )

2. It is 4ifficult to anslyxe Representative Ford's =ssertions
with precision because of the ierminology used. Be raferred to
. fioant military targets™ and "top priority targets.” The
only 1ist of “priority” or "significent™ targets available on
North Vietzam is the Joint Chiefs of Staff Target List. The
JCB taryget list contains 232 of the most significant military
and sconcmic targets in North Vietnam. Very few significant
targets are not on the JCS list, and most of these have been
available as targots.

3. Our analysis indicates that the restrioctions have not
bess &8 severe as implled and that considerebly more targets have
besn struck than Representative Ford suggests.

b, The sttached Annex A gives Representative Ford's state-
seets and our comsents. Annsx B shows JC8 targeta by type of
wmmmmmmmwamma
to be struck. A swemry of the restrictions on air strikes in
fores between 20 July 1967 and 8 August 1967 ond the supplementary
am;meMimmamnl%Tumted
in Axex C.

Acting Chief, Trade and Services Division
Attacihmentes (3)
As stated. B
Distributions:- RO § T;
Original and 1 - Addres E“‘fq.pf‘iﬁ ’
1 - 8t/Ex geciassiiicatlon
2 < 0Ch/D/!
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AREEX A

Btatements Attributed to Representative Ford and OER Comments

1. Btatemept: Three out of every 10 significant military
targets bave ever been struck by U.S. air pover. HNearly balf the
"y aentified” top priority targets in North Vietnem were officlally
off limits to air attack under high-level orders from Washington.

Comment: Of the 242 military and econamic targets on the

JCS 1ist, 190 have been struck -~ 79 percent. An additional T
targets -- 1 airfield, & bridges, 1 military barracks, hesdquarters,
and 1 naval beee -- are authorized for air strikes, %he remaining
45 targets are unauthoriszed for strikes, of which 23 are situnted
within restricted and prohibited areas. IIA estimates that 82
percent of all of the significant military targete {JC8 and non-JC8)
{n Borth Vietnam have been authorized for attack. In additionm, all
BAN, AARA, and éoastal defenses that pose a threat to U.S. strike

forces have been asuthorized for attack.

2. PBtategeni: These orders ruled out hitting more than 100
vital fixed enemy positions in Forth Vietnam, including most of the
air defense control centers that have accounted for more than 600
U.8. planes, most of his major airfields, and 211 of his asval

facilities.
Q!?PDW??
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Reference to "100 vital fixed enemy poeitions”

is unclesr. Non-operstional U.8. alrcraft losses -- 635 through
20 July -~ sre attributed to the following elements of the sir defense
system!
BAM MIC Ground Fire/Other

Alrcraft lost TZ 23 540
All yadar and communications fecilities except those loecated in the
restricted and prohibited zones and those on air bases not asuthorized
for attack are available as targets. 0f 23 significant airfields in
Horth Vietnam, 11 are JCB targets. Of the total, 8 are capable of
nandling jets and T of these are JC3 targets. Three of the § have
peen struck. Beavy and concentrated attacks have not been made against
8 airfields.

All of North Vietnam®'s 18 major and minor naval bases sre
authorized for attack except Hanoi and HEsiphong. Port Wallut was

euthorized only on 8 August 196T.

3. Btatement: That three~-fourths of the enenmy's petroleum
storage targets were still untouched despite the "much publiclized
and prayerful presidential dscision” a year ago to bomb them.

Comment? All of the JCE tergeted FOL sites have been

struck leaving an estimated 13.5 percent of pre-bombing storage

capscity intact. Total petroleum storage capaclty including

TR
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dispersed POL, is equlvalent to about % rercent of pre-bombing
capecity. Of present petroleum storsge capacity, only 10 percent 1s
situated within restricted or prohibited areas. The resmlining 90

percent is sudject to air strike without high-level approwal.

k. Ptatement: That roughly ome-third of the enemy's totsl
power targets and all enemy hydroeleciric generating facilities were
forbidden targete.

Comment: Of the 20 JCB targeted electric pover installa-~
tions in North Vietnem, air strikes have been conducted sgainet 1k,
which account for 88 percent of the totzl generating capacity of
187,000 kv. OFf these 14, the only installation presently in service
is the Hanol powerplant which wes authorized for a restrike on 8
Aogust 1967, All plants feeding the nationmal grid bave been struck.

One meall hydroelectric powerplant at Ban Thach was put out
of operation for e period of two years by air strikes during 1965.
The only large hydroelectric powerplant in North Vietnam is the Thac
B plant nesar Yen Bai, completion of which is some one and one-half
to two years away. With the exception of two small hydroelectrice
powerplants located in the Chicom Buffer Zone -- with a combined
cayacity of 3,000 kv ~- there are noc other hydro plants of signifi-
cence in the eountry. Most of those that do exist combine irrigation

and production of slectricity In menll facilities.
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5. Btatempent: That sixty percent of key targets making up the
enemy's traneport network were immune, or that only a quarter of the
transport targets or e third of the raiflroad facilities and bridges
had ever been hit, that all seaport targets and cansl locks were
off 1imits, and that most enemy repair shops could mot be hit.

Comggent: BHearly all rail and highwey facilities including
most of those few in the prohibited zones are authorized. There is
8o way of Justifying ti» claim that 60 percent of key targets are
immune. The 8 August 1567 authorizetion included 3 sdditionmal
bridges. Seven bridges remain unsuthorited, & of them in the
Chicom buffer zone. The major seaports, Hanoi and Baiphong, have
act been struck. Waile locks themeelves have not been authorized
for atiack, inland wsterways supporting movement of military logis-
tics ere subject to attack.

6. Statement: For two years high-level directives ruled out
hitting 5 cut of 6 key industrial targets, ard that 90 percent of
warmking industrial bases were unscathed.

Soment: There are § industrial targete on the JCE target
1ist -~ 5 yemain unauthorized. Of these 5 targets, the Banoi Machine
Tool Plant is located within the Nanoi prohibited zone, the Viet Tri
Chemical Plant is inopersble resulting fyom loss of electric power
supplies, and 3 are fertilizer plants. Although not carried as
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sttacked or as authorized for air strikes, both the Bac Glang Chemical
Fertiliser Plant and the Phu Tho Chemical FPertiliser Fiant have been
demaged. /

As a whole, modern {ndustry doee not play s significant
rols in sustaining Borth Vietnan's ability to continue the war.
The plants authorized for strikes were stuck as follows:

4C8 FMmber Plant of 1 .
Lang Chi Explosive Flant July 1965 25X5
Thai Nguyen Iron and Steel Complex March 1567

Haiphong Cement Plant April 1967

ereney
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JC8 Tarpets Unatruck and Unsuthorized me of ¢ Mugust 1967

AT LR
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JC8 Target Group
Mrtields
Bridges

Ballroed Yards and
Repair Bhops

Locius

Militery Barrscis, Supply
acd Ordnance Depots, and
Ammnition Depots

POL Storage Facilities

Commniostion Pacilitien

Port FPocllities and
Baval Bases (Including
Mineable Arveas)

BA Bupport Faecilities

Reiayr Sites

Electric Poverplants

Other Industrial Facilities

Total
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Percents
Percent Unstvuck &

Unstruck Unsuthorised
bs 36
13 11

20 2
84 83

47 ity

o O

63 63

21 12
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1. Chicon Buffer Zone g/  Ares within 30 MM of the Chinese border
from the border of laos eastwsrd to
106° ® longitude and within 25 WM of
the Chinese border fram 1067 longitude
4o the GQulf of Tonkin.

2. Iaaoiy
Protibited Ares b/ The ares within 10 MM of the center
of Enoi. :
Bestricted Area g/ The ares within 30 MM of the center
of Menci, excluding the Henol Prohibited
Area.
3. Enighong:
Prehibited Ares 3/ The aree within four M¥ of the center
of Baiphong.
Bestrioted Ares g/ The ares within 10 MM of the center of
Beiphong, ex¢luding the Baiphong Pro-
hibited Avea.

8. b strikes were authorized in this xone to our knowledge
antil 8 Avgust 1967.
b In prohibited areag authorismtion must be received for each
atrike on & facllity.
g« In restricted avess once authorimmtlon 1s received for s
mmtw be restruck withoat further approwal. BEx-
ns: Digpersed and BAM support facilities within the Benoi
mmwmm {excluding Prohibited Aveas) may be
attasked aftoyr positive 1dentification and after notification to
wm ai‘ plan tc atteck. In addition, srwed reconneissance
all lines of copnmication and associated targets
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